Social theory is littered with grand meta-theories which seek to reduce the complexities of social life to something simple and, ultimately, explainable. Social life however is, in reality, messy and o en refuses to conform to this idealized view. Take, for example, our relationships with other animals. We eat them, wear them, love them, live with them, abuse them, consider them family members, deify them, and much more. Moreover, any individual in any one lifetime may do any, or all, of these with one, or many, animals. Our relationships with other animals o en defy categorization (as does much of social life) yet for the most part we seek to explain and understand these relationships with recourse to traditional social theories, now centuries old and having their roots in entirely di erent social systems, which maintain that we can, and should, neatly categorize social life. As social theory (and sociology in particular) attempts to come to grips with 'the animal question' it is nding that a direct corollary of this is the need to revisit 'the social question' as our current conceptions of animals are based on a belief in the social-natural divide. Moreover it is precisely this divide which maintains current oppressive animal practices.
